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LISTING of the CLAIMS: 

Without prejudice, this listing of the claims replaces all prior versions and listings of 
the claims in the present application: 

LISTING of the CLAIMS : 
1-15 (Canceled). 

16. (Previously Presented) A cooling circuit for an internal combustion engine, comprising: 

a first extemal coolant circuit including a first flow charmel, a first return 
channel, and a main coolant pump, wherein the first extemal coolant circuit supplies waste 
heat fi-om the intemal combustion engine to a radiator, and wherein the first flow charmel is 
connected to the cylinder head of the intemal combustion engine; 

a second extemal coolant circuit including a second flow channel, a second 
return channel, and an auxiliary coolant pump, wherein the second extemal coolant circuit 
supplies waste heat fi-om the intemal combustion engine to a heat exchanger, and wherein the 
second flow channel is connected to a cylinder head of the intemal combustion engine; and 

a distributor having a first position and a second position, wherein in the first 
position the distributor coimects the first return channel to the second return channel, and 
wherein in the second position the distributor coimects the second return channel to the first 
flow channel and the auxiliary coolant pump delivers coolant fi-om the second return channel 
to the first flow channel, thereby bypassing an engine block of the intemal combustion 
engine. 

17. (Previously Presented) The cooling circuit as recited in claim 16, fiirther comprising a 
bypass line provided in the first coolant circuit to bypass the radiator. 

18. (Previously Presented) The cooling circuit as recited in claim 17, wherein the bypass line 
is selectively opened and closed depending on temperature. 

19. (Previously Presented) The cooling circuit as recited in claim 17, wherein the distributor 
in the second position connects the second retum channel to the first bypass line. 

20. (Previously Presented) The cooling circuit as recited in claim 18, wherein the auxiliary 
coolant pump is controlled as a function of temperature. 
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21 . (Previously Presented) A method for controlling a cooling circuit for an internal 
combustion engine, comprising: 

detecting a temperature of the internal combustion engine; 

deactivating a main coolant pump and an auxiliary coolant pump, and setting a 
distributor to a first position, when the temperature of the internal combustion engine is less 
than a first threshold value; 

deactivating the main coolant pump and activating the auxiliary coolant pump, 
and setting the distributor to the first position, when the temperature of the intemal 
combustion engine is at least equal to the first threshold value and less than a second 
threshold value; and 

activating the main coolant pump and deactivating the auxiliary coolant pump, 
and setting the distributor to a second position, when the temperature of the intemal 
combustion engine is at least equal to the second threshold value. 

22. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 21, wherein the main coolant pump 
is activated, the auxiliary coolant pump is deactivated, and the distributor is set to the first 
position, when a power output of the intemal combustion engine exceeds a threshold limit 
value. 

23. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 22, wherein the power output of 
the intemal combustion engine is calculated according to the following formula: 

Power output = Meng X neng, 

wherein Meng is the torque output by the intemal combustion engine, and neng is the rotational 
speed of the intemal combustion engine 

24. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 21, wherein the main coolant pump 
is activated, the auxiliary coolant pump is deactivated, and the distributor is set to the first 
position, when one of a torque output of the intemal combustion engine and a rotational 
speed of the intemal combustion engine exceeds a threshold limit value. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 21, wherein the main coolant pump 
is activated, at the latest, after a predetermined maximum deactivation time has been 
exceeded. 
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26. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 25, wherein the predetermined 
maximum deactivation time is dependent on a coolant temperature at the time the engine is 
started. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 21, wherein the auxiliary coolant 
pump is also activated as a function of the temperature in the second flow channel. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in one of claim 21, wherein the auxiliary 
coolant pump is also activated as a function of a component temperature of the internal 
combustion engine. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 28, wherein the component 
temperature of the intemal combustion engine is a temperature inside a cylinder head of the 
internal combustion engine. 
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